W. A., AGED 33, was invalided from the Army three years ago on account of constant pains in the back and shoulders. A year previously he had relapsing fever in West Africa, but has never had any form of venereal disease. The pains were severe for two months, during which time he noticed his back and neck were becoming stiff and stooping. This condition has become progressively worse ever since. He has taken 10 gr. of aspirin daily for the last two years, as he finds the pains return if he leaves off the drug for two days. He was thought to be suffering from pulmonary tuberculosis and caries of the spine, and was sent to Frimley Sanatorium for ten months, where for a time he wore a spinal jacket and support to the head.
Present state: He is very weak, and unable to dress and undress alone. The spine shows general kyphosis and is quite rigid, the head being held forwards, with only very slight lateral and antero-posterior movements possible. The chest is not flattened, but is absolutely rigid, breathing being entirely diaphragmatic. The shoulders are very stiff, owing to muscular spasm and contracture fixing the scapulae, but the shoulder-joints are normal. Under chloroform ansesthesia the scapulacan be moved fairly freely, but the arms cannot be raised much above the horizontal, owing to contracture of the pectoral muscles. The hipjoints and lower extremities are perfectly normal, and there is no evidence of any rheumatic affection. Skiagrams show no abnorlnality of the spine or thorax. ,JU 6 at SAGE Publications on June 21, 2016 jrs.sagepub.com Downloaded from
